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CANNOT enter on my propoſed re- 
marks on Mr. Vanſittart's three volumes, 
without firſt taking a ſhort view of Lord 
Clive's conduct at Bengal: et HE 
The certainty we had of Surajah Dowla's 
intentions to attack us as ſoon as our fleet and 
forces ſhould leaye the Ganges, urged us 
to attempt the depoſing him, which was 
ſoon effected by the battle of Plaſſey, and 
Meer Jafter placed in the Subahſhip, con- 
formably to our part of the Treaty between 
him and the Company. He, on his part, 


pramiſed a vaſt ſum for reſtitution for loſſes 


ſuſtained by the company and individuals, 
in the capture of Calcutta by Surajah 
Dowla : he alſo gave us a tract of land, 


| extending from our ſettlement to the ocean, | 


and engaged to defray the expencos of our 
troops, whenever, we were required to 
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much to his afſiſtance, with other articles 
needleſs to repeat. 

The general idea at this time entertained 
by the ſervants of the Company was, that 
the battle of Plaſſey did only reſtore us to 
the ſame ſituation we were in before the 
capture of Calcutta : the Subah was con- 
ceived to be as independent as ever, and the 
Engliſh returned into their commercial 
character, with no other alteration in their 
ſituation, than a full indemnification for 
their loſſes, and a ſmall acquiſition of terri- 
tory, which it was thought might defray the 
military expences of their garriſons, grown. 
too burthenſome to be ſupported by their 
trade alone : if the forces were to take the 
field in ſupport of the Subah, it was to be 
at his expence. Theſe were the mutual 
conditions; and to ſtrengthen and ſupport 
the Subah, we, in his prefence, promiſed 
the Company s protection to Jaggutſeat and 
Roydullub, for their lives and honour, as 
long as they remained firm in their alle- 
giance to their maſter. 

It is neceſſary here to explyin who theſe 
two perſons are. 

Jaggutſeat was a very great banker, whoſe 
anceſtors had been long eſtabliſhed in Ben- 
gal, and during the Power of the Mogul, 
uſed to mediate between the Subahs and the 
court of Dehli, and remit the revenues; 
he was alſo mediator between many of the 
er and the W was always highly 
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reſpected and eſteemed ; and the late head 
of that houſe was ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed 
of many millions ſterling : his aſſiſtance 
and ſupport were neceſſary to the ſtrength 
and reputation of the government, and our 
protection was neceſſary to him, to preſerve 
him againſt the deſigns of the government 
on his wealth. 

Roydullub was a Gentoo, or native In- 
dian, who had been in high employment 
under Surajah Dowla, and was the only one 
in the ſecret of Meer Jaffer's engagements 
with us; and in conſequence thereof made 
very high terms with his maſter, demand- 
ing for himſelf and his brothers all the 
higheſt offices in the Nate. | 

Theſe engagements being made, the Su- 
bah entered into the full and independent 
exerciſe of his authority, and Lord Clive 
returned to Calcutta, leaving Mr. Scrafton 
at the Subah's court, to receive the money 
due from the Subah, and in the character 
of a repreſentative of the Company, to 
make and receive all remonſtrances and 
complaints between the Company and their 
dependants, and the ſubjects of the Subah. 
The Subah's firſt object was how to de- 
lay or evade the payment of the ſums ſti- 
pulated by treaty with the Company, half 
of which was paid, and the remainder to 
be diſcharged in the courſe of three years. 
In this important circumſtance, Roydullub 
manifeſted ſo evident a partiality to the Com- 
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pany, as, together with the exorbitant pow- 
er lodged in his hands, from the many em- 
ployments civil and military, with which he 
and his family were enttuſted, gave riſe to 
a jealoufy, which ſoon produced a criſis ; 
'and the Subah's forces were on the point 
of attacking him, when we, finding the 
Sabah could not be reconciled to him con- 
formably to our agreement, took him under 
our protection, and ſent him to Calcutta, 
New circumſtances produced another en- 
gagement. 4 
The Subah, ſix months after his acceſſion, 
thought fit to make the tour of his North- 
ern provinces, in which Lord Clive accom- 
panied him with the Engliſh forces. Ram- 
naran, the governor of Patna, a province 
in the dominion of the Subah, had been 
very ſubmiſſive in his letters; but when the 
Subah approached his city, he kept at the 
head of his troops, and ſeemed determined 
to make terms for himſelf, and ſought the 
Engliſh protection. Lord Clive confidering 
the neceſſity of dividing the French forces, 
by making a diverſion in the Decan, (with 
which view he had already determined to 
ſend the greateſt part of the forces to Gol- 
conda) ſaw it would leave us ſo weak in Ben- 
gal, as might tempt the Subah to evade the 
execution of the treaty; a connexion with 
the Nabob of Patna offered at once a ſecurity 
againſt this apprehenſion. Lord Clive there- 
fore determined to ſupport him, and after 


a long 


0:81) 
a long ſtruggle obtained his confirmation 
from the Subah, and engaged to protect him 
in his government, life, and honour, as long 
he continued true in his allegiance to the 
Subah. f 

Thus much I thought it neceſſary to 
premiſe, in order to explain the various en- 
gagements which Lord Clive left to his ſuc- 
ceſſors in the government. | 
Lord Clive quitted India very foon after 
the defeat of the Dutch by Colonel Forde, 
when our reputation was at the higheſt, and 
left an army full three times ſtronger than 
that which he commanded the preceding . 
year, with Major Caillaud at the head of ; 
it, (who had always ſerved with great re- f 
putation) and no enemy to contend with 
but the Shahzada, or Emperor's ſon, the 
moſt deſpicable that had ever appeared a- 
gainſt us. The Subah's debt to the Com- 1 
pany was very much reduced, and provinces | 
aſſigned for the payment of the remainder, I 
which, if faithfully collected, were expected 4 
to clear it off entirely within the year, 
when they were to be reſtored to the Su- 
bah; and the Company was to return into : 
its old commercial ſyſtem. And here I 4 
ſhall examine the error which Mr. Vanſit- i 
tart imputes to Lord Clive, of not having ? 
made ſufficient proviſion for the expences, 
which would be neceſſarily incurred by our 
new engagements, which I conceive to be 
a very unmerited attack on his Lordſhip. 
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The tenth article of the firſt treaty with 
Meer Jaffer, runs thus: Whenever I 
demand the Engliſh aſſiſtance, I will be at 

the charge of maintaining their troops.” 
In conſequence of which, when the army 
took the field, a laack of rupees per month 
was ftipulated for the expence, which more 
than fufficed in Lord Clive's time. It did 
not enter into Lord Clive's computation, 
that his ſucceſſor ſhould run up the ex- 
pence to almoſt double that ſum; nor 
could he, who had defeated the army of Su- 


Tajah Dowla with three thouſand men, con- 


ceive the Engliſh ſhould ever keep up an 
army of fifteen thouſand ! Had Lord Clive's 
maxims of government been followed by 
his ſucceſſors, they never could have re- 
quired it; but they acted on very different 


principles. 


When Lord Clive left Bengal, on the 8th 


of February, 1760, it ſeems to have been 
acknowledged by all parties, that there ſub- 
fiſted a perfect friendſhip between the Su- 
bah and the Engliſh ; yet in Auguſt follow- 
ing Mr. Vanſittart writes to Colonel Cail- 
laud, The miſtruſt between the Nabob 
and our gentlemen ſeems to me, in a 

meaſure, the cauſe of all his difficulties and 
ours. This interval comprehends the time 


of Mr. Holwell's adminiſtration, Lord 


Clive's immediate ſucceſſor, and leads me 


to an examination of it. 
Colo» 


e = 
Colonel Caillaud and the Subah's Son, 
Mhiran, took the field againſt the Shah 
zada, who had entered the province of Ba- 
har, and marched up to Patna, where 
Ramnaran had ſuffered a conſiderable check 
before our army reached that city. Willing 
to diſtinguiſn himſelf, he ventured an ac- 
tion with the Shahzada, in which two of 
the Subabꝰs officers turned againſt him, and 
preſſed fo cloſe on him, that he received two 
wounds, and was only preſerved by a hat- 
talion of Sepoys, and a ſmall detachment 
of Europeans, who flung themſelves be- 
tween him and the enemy, in which they 
were almoſt all cut to pieces; but gave 
Ramnaran time to make his retreat,, and 
thereby ſaved the city from falling . 
the hands of the Shahzada. 

Our army ſoon after approached the ene- 
my, who watched their opportunity to at- 
tack Mhiran ſingly, which they effected; 
Mhiran himſelf was wounded, and on the 
moment of defeat, when our Sepoys alone, 
without the battalion once acting. put 
them to flight: inſtead, however, of pur- 
ſuing the enemy, and keeping up their ter- 
ror, the armies remained at Patna, TP 
the yo * Nabob's recovery | 

alt at Patna gave Cake enemy: time 
to recover from their alarm; and by 2 
forced march they paſſed the city of Patna, 
puſhed for the province of Bengal, and in 
I 5 days paſſed the mountains, and appeared 
in the province of Beirdwan. 


„ 
Hence aroſe the diſtreſſes of the Subali 
and the Company: the provinces aſſigned to 
the Company became the ſeat of war. 
The Shahzadah was ſuffered to retreat the 
way he came, and again threatened Patna: 
armies were every where in motion, the 
provinces haraſſed, and the rents withheld; 
and in the midſt of this diſtreſs, the young 
Nabob was killed by a flaſh of lightning; nor 
were theſe the only cauſes of Meer Jaffer's 
diſtreſs, BO: 
Throughout the whole of Mr. Holwell's 
government we may trace the deſign of a 
revolution, upon the bare examination of 
what he thought fit to publiſh. The 11th 
of March, 17060, a month after Lord Clive's 
departure, Mr. Holwell, in a. letter to Mr. 
Caillaud, fays*, (p. 21.) © We muſt how- 
<* ever ſupport him and his government; as 
<« long as we poſſibly can without involving 
© ourſelves and employers in his ruin: 
* when this appears, it will be time to think 
tc a little farther, as I judge there is no trea- 
© ty between us can exact that ſacrifice.” 
The 21ſt of March he writes again in the 
ſame ſtrain to Mr. Haſtings at the Subah's 
Court, (p. 22.) I think it will behove 
tc us to guard againſt our being involved in 
« the ſame ruin; and in the ſame letter he 
accuſes the Subah of engaging in a ſeparate 
correſpondence with the Shazada. * 
* H. 


* Vide Holwell's Vindication; publiſhed for Beeket 


4 
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* The 229, (p. 24) in the inſtructions to Cap 
tain Spears, (the commanding officer of a de- 
tachment, going on the Subah's ſervice) he 
writes, Lou are not only ever to be on your 
guard againſt the enemy, but alſo againſt 
© the treachery of the Subah himſelf, for 
© which precaution I have my particular rea- 
“ ſons,” 

The 7th of April he comes nearer to the 
point; in the following letter, (p. 31.) 


% To Joan CAILLAup, ' Eſq; 

Fort William, April 7, 1760. 

ee SIR, I am now forced to touch upon a 
ſubject, which appears to me to require 
* our greateſt attention. Some days ago I 
* wrote to Mr. Haſtings, concerning an in- 
formation which was given, that the old 
«© Nabob had ſent a truſty perſon with a ſub- 
« miſhve * Arzgee to the Shahzada, in which 
* he exculpated himſelf, by throwing the 
te whole blame of the oppoſition made to his 
& arms on the machinations of the Engliſh. 
« Mr. Haſtings, in his letter, in anſwer to 
0 mine, ſeemed to think it impoſſible ſuch a 
ce ſtep could have been taken by the Nabob, 
« or indeed that he could have ſent any Arz- 
« oce at all: however, in a ſubſequent letter 
« from him, of the 27th, he finds out that 
* an Arzgee was ſent, though different in 
« purport to that I informed him of. As I 
| C thought 


ce 


* Addreſſes to Superiors are called Arzgees or Petitions. 
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thought it moſt eſſential to us to trace, if 


poſſible, the truth, I employed an emiſſary 
to Comgaar Khan“, the conſequence of 
which has been a Phirmaund from the 
Shahzada, inclofing a copy of the old Na- 
bob's Arzgee to him, with an apology for 
not ſending the original. A copy of the 
copy I ſend you incloſed, and requeſt your 
ſentiments, how and in what light this ap- 
pears to you. If the copy is authentic, the 
caſe is plain, that this man for whom we 
have drawn the ſword would not ſcruple, 
if drove to any extremity, to make a ſacri- 
fice of his protectors. The Phirmaund, I 
ſuppoſe, differs little in matter from that 
he | ſent you: he reminds me of the obli- 
gations the Engliſh lay under to his anceſ- 
tors, and offers a carte blanche for the Com- 
pany, provided we will draw our forces off 
from that Doer of Evil, and join them to 


his ſtandard, which he adviſes me he has 


at preſent fixed at Seegur, and, in a few days 


after, purpoſes to erect it in Morſhadabad. 


This proves that Mr. Holwell was carrying 


on a correſpondence with the Shahzada at the 
very time our forces were aCting againſt him 
in the field, at the very time he is imputing it 
as a crime to the Subah, that he is engaged 
in the like correſpondence. His own cor- 


Teſpondence, 


* The Prince's chief ally, a Rajah of a large country, 


tributary to Bengal. 


t Major Caillaud denies the receiving any Phirmaund 


from the Prince, 
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reſpondence he acknowledges ; but that of 
the Subah is attended with no ſuch proof: for 
the following is an extract of the anſwer from 
Colonel Caillaud, (p. 34.) 


« To the Hon. "0; he W Eſq; 
© Preſident and Governor of FORT 
«© WILLIAM. 


Camp at Dignagar, April 15, 1760, 
* SIR, In order to come at the truth, with 
regard to the Nabob's Arzgee to the Prince, 
„Mr. Haſtings had recourſe to the Nabob's 


* Perſian writer, a man who hath, on many 


* occaſions, given him proofs of attachment 


% and fidelity. The moment he ſet his eyes 


* on the paper, he declared it to be a forgery. 


«« May I beg leave to refer you to Mr. Haſt- 


“ ings for the reaſon he gave for it; as that 


* gentleman's knowledge in the language will 
„enable him to give you a clearer idea of 


* theſe diſtinctions in the addreſs and ſtyle of 
<< their letters than I can pretend to. For my 


« part, I own, after Mr. Haſtings had re- 


„ peated them to me, they were ſo ſatisfactory 


* as to convince me, the probability of its | 
« being a forgery was greatly in the Nabob's 


*© favour.” 


The 24th of FR Mr. Holwell, (p. 38.) 


informs Colonel Caillaud, that his own Hir-- 
karrahs, or meſſengers, returning from the 


Shahzada with diſpatches from him, are ſtopt 


and plundered of the letters. What theſe 
diſpatches were, cannot now be known; but 
3 they 
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they probably put an immediate end to all 


confidence between the Subah and the En- 
gliſh, and left the former convinced that a 


revolution was then intended; and on the 


24th of May Mr. Holwell puts the queſtion 
more plainly to Mr. Caillaud, in the follow- 
ing letter, (p. 51.) | 

« Hitherto our conduct in ſupporting the 
“ Subah's government can hardly be vindi- 
« cated to our employers, the more eſpecially 
ſince his flagrant known breach of the trea- 
„e ty laſt year; not only by his invitation of 
"9 8 Dutch forces from Batavia, but by his 
*« ſhameful and infincere conduct and dealing 
« with us after their arrival, and to this hour, 


«« reſpecting that people. The weakneſs and 


cc 


« inconſiſtency of his whole politics, during 
« the courſe of this campaign, joined to the 


«© repeated cruelties, murders, and oppreſ- 
« fions daily committed by him or his fon on 
© individuals; the univertal deteſtation of his 
* government throughout the provinces; the 
obvious certainty of theſe troubles in the 
country continuing without interruption, 
„ whilſt this family exiſts at the head of it; 
« all theſe, with many other conſiderations 


Bs 


cc 


cc 


* cannot longer, conſiſtent with what we owe 


to the Company, to natural juſtice and pro- 
priety, and to the Engliſh name, ſupport a 
ſyſtem of uſutpation and tyranny which 


ce 


* fiſted in, involve our hohouralle employers 
* and our colony in a ſpeedy ruin.“ 


« "Td 


which I could enumerate, demonſtrate we 


reflects diſhonour on it, and muſt, if per- 


(.*13*") f 
The following was the anſwer he received 
from the Colonel to that letter. (p. 52.) 
Bad as the man may be whoſe cauſe we 4 
% now ſupport, I cannot be of opinion that we 4 
can get rid of him for a better, without Ml 
running the riſk of much greater inconve- i 
* niences, attending on ſuch a change, than 
„ thoſe we now labour under. I preſume the 
« eſtabliſhing tranquility in theſe provinces 
«. would reſtore to us all the advantages of 
« trade we would wiſh, for the profit and ho- 
« nour of our employers ; ; and I think we 
« bid fairer to bring that tranquility about by 
© our preſent influence over the Subah, and 
« by ſupporting him, than by any change 
„ that can be made. No new revolution can 
« take place without a certainty of troubles; 
« and a revolution will certainly be the con- 
quence, whenever we withdraw our pro- 
« teftion from the Subah: we cannot in pru- 
« dence neither, I believe, leave this reſolu- 
tion to cligdce'; we muſt, in ſome degree, 
be inflrumental in bringing it about. In 
ſuch a caſe, it is not impoſſible we raiſe a 
man to the dignity, juſt as unfit to govern, 
« as little to be depended upon, and in ſhort 
as great a rogue as our Nabob ; but perhaps 
not ſo great a coward, nor lo great a fool, 
and of conſequence much more difficult to 
„ manage. As to the injuſtice of ſupporting 
this man, on account of his cruelties, op- 
*« preſſions, and his being deteſted in his go- 
66 vernment, I fee fo little chance in this 
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Holwell invents a new calumny againſt the 
Subah, ſtill more improbable than any, viz. 


thouſand Mahrattas to enter his country.” 


this account of Mr. Holwell's political con- 
duct, that the reader may underſtand from 
whence aroſe that want of confidence which 
Mr. Vanſittart complained of, and the diſtreſs 


„The rains will give us time to negociate, 


G (44; 
bleſſed country, of finding a man en- 


dued with the oppoſite virtues, that I | 
think we may put up with theſe vices 


: : 7 ol 
with which we have no concern, if in other. }| ... 
matters we find him fitteſt for our pur- jn 


poſes. 

e As to his breach of treaty by introducing 
the Dutch laſt year, that was never ſo clear- 
ly proved, I believe, but to admit of ſome 
doubt. Colonel Clive, before he left the th. 
country, ſeemed fatisfied that what was I pa 
ſuſpicious in his conduct in that affair, pro- I i; 
ceeded not from actual guilt, but from the 
timidity of his nature. But if we ſtill fre 
ſuſpe& him from further circumſtances, we 


447 a ou 
always have it in our power to put it to the ext 
teſt at once, by making him act as he by 


ought. 


to ſee we go on ſure grounds, and make 
ſuch a plan of alliance as will do us honour, 
and be an advantage to our country and our 


employers ; but let us not abandon the Na- 
bob, &c. &c.“ 
July 1, in a letter to Mr. Amyatt, (p. 65) Mr. 


That he is negociating for twenty-five 


I have been obliged to be rather prolix in 


In 


n 
in which the provinces were involved, when 
Mr. Vanſittart took the government, the end 
of July, 1760; ſoon after which Mr. Hol- 
well deitrefed to Mr. Vanſittart the follow- 


ing memorial. 


A SHORT Space 

fully proved Bor 
N the family 
thus raiſed to the Su- 


bahſhip were: the con- 


ditions of the treaty 
could not be obtained 
from the Subah with- 
* Nout in a manner being 
ſextorted from him, 
Aby a thouſand ſhifts 
and evaſions; it was 
plain no ſingle article 
would ever have been 
» ſicomplied with, had 
the Subah been veſted 
ith ſufficient power 
o prevent it, or could 
e have diveſted him- 
elf of hisown fearsand 
pprehenſionsfrom our 
eſentment. Tunka's 
dn the lands were 
owever granted for 


ated ſums at ſtated 


oy Royen, or col- 


Payment of the ſtipu- 
imes, by which the 


ector of the revenues, 


HE Senſe of theſe 
two charges is no 
more than this : That 
the Subah would will- 
ingly have evaded pay- 
ing a million ſterling ; 

but finding Colonel Clive 
was not to be inti- 
midated, he faithfully 
complied with his trea- 
ty, by aſſigning the re- 
venues of three Pro- 
vinces for the payment of 


the ſums due. 


( 16 ) 


and the Dewans, Mat- 
ſoodies, &c. depend- 
dants of that office, 
with every harpy em- 
ployed in the Zemin- 
dary or lands, became 
our implacable ene- 
mies, and conſequent- 
ly a patty was ſoon 
raiſed at the Durbar, 
headed by the Subah's 
Son Mhiran and Raja 
Raag e Bullob, * 2 


1 — daily planning 


ſchemes to ſhake off 


their dependance on 


the Engliſh, and con- 
tinually urging to the 
Subah, that until this 
was effected, his go- 
vernment was nominal 
only. The Subah, 
ſomething irritated by 
our protection of Ra- 
ja Doolubram, (better 


known by the name 


of Roy-Doolub) and 


weak and irreſolute in 


himſelf, fell too ſoon 
into theſe ſentiments, 

The firſt ſtep ta- 
ken to accomplith this 
ſcheme of indepen- 
dence, was to aſſaſſi- 
nate and cut off, un- 


f 


—— 


This is without the 
leaſt foundation. 


This is fo very far 


from being true, that 


this Rajabullob did, a- 
bout this time, propoſe 


to Colonel Clive "The 
depofing Meer Faffer, 
in favour of Surajab 
Dowla's brother. The 
znterpreter to this pro- 
poſal was the aui bon. 


The men here ſaid to 
be put to death for their 
attachment to us, bad 
no fort of connexion 
with us, Coya Hadee 

Was, f 


E 


der one pretence or 
another, every miniſ- 
ter and officer at the 
Durbar, who they 


knew were attached 


to the Engliſh. To 
this purpoſe Coja Ha- 
dee, and Coſſim Ali 
Khan firſt and 4ſe- 


cond Buxy, were aſ- 


ſaſſinated in Novem- 
ber and December, 


1758. 


Aſter many attempts 
made on the perſons 
of Rheim Khan and 


Golam Shaw, his un- 


cle and brother, they 
were at laſt obliged to 
ſeek an aſylum with 
the Shahzada, 1759. 


D 


was, a month or tao 
before his death, en- 
gaged in a project to 
introduce the French, 
which was detected by 
the ſeizing of his agent, 
one Muſtapha, on bis 
way to M. Buſſy, com- 
mander of the Hrench 


forces in Golconda, 


which Miuſtapha © was 
thrown into priſon as a 
ſoy, where he remained 
many months, but after= 
ward became ene of Mr. 
Fanſittart's agents for 
his inland trade. The 
real cuuje of the Su- 
bab's diſpleaſure was, 
that they, together with © 
eleven others, ſet their 
hands to an agreement 
mutually to ſupport each 
other ; which paper was 
betraye d to the Subab 
by Ramnaran. . 

This is void of all 
trutb. Golam Shaw 
was no relation of the 
Subah; they were both 
officers in his ſervice, 


and revalicd to the 
Sl ada 6 


Roy= | 


Roy Doolub's ſon 
and four brothers were 
proſcribed, for no o- 
ther cauſe but his own 


inviolable attachment 


to us: this family 
would have fallen a 
ſacrifice, had they not 
been reſcued out of 
the Subah's hands by 
force of arms. Om- 
hir Beg Khan would, 
from the ſame cauſe, 
have ſuffered the ſame 
fate, had he not given 
his ſolemn engagement 
to quit the kingdom, 
which he according- 
ly did, in a miſerable 
ſtate of health, and 
lived only to arrive at 
Buſſorah. 

The next project of 
the Durbar appeared by 
every ſubſequent con- 
curring circumſtanceto 


be a ſccret negocia- 


tion with the Dutch 
for tranſpcrting troops 
from Batavia into theſe 
provinces, that with 
their united force a 
ſtop might be put to 
the power. of the En- 
gliſh. This ſcheme 


— — — ” 2 
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This preſcription was 
nothing more than dif- 
miſſing them from their 
employments, and they 
are all alive at this time. 


This man quitted the 
country becauſe he had 
no confidence in any one 


but Lord Clive, and died 


only laſt year at Buſ- 
forah. 


The whole of this 
charge amounts to no 
more than a ſuſpicion, 
that at the time when 
there ſubſiſted a jealouſy 
between Meer YTaffer 
and the Engliſh, on ac- 
count of the protection 
we gave to Ramnaran, 
the Subah may have 
expreſſed a defire to ſee 
two European powers 
in his country, that he 
might oppoſe them to 
each other, and pre- 
| Was 


( 
was conducted by Ra- 
Ja Raage Bullob, on 


the part of the Su- 
bah, and by Foo- 
kre Toojaar (better 
known by the name 
of Coja Woazeed) 
on the part of the 
Dutch, about Oc- 
tober or November, 
1758, the period 
when the Decan ex- 
edition took place, 
under Colonel Forde, 
and your garriſons 
much reduced. 

Soon after, the pro- 
vinces were invaded 
by the Shahzada, (un- 
doubted heir to the 
Mogul empire) on the 
fide of Patna; and 
Colonel Clive, with 
the Engliſh troops and 
Sepoys joined the Su- 
bah and his army, 
and by forced marches 
preſerved Rajah Ram- 
naran (Nabob of Pat- 
na) ſteady in his du- 


ty, 


in time to ſave that ci- 
ty and province, and 
drive the prince be- 


D 2 
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ſerve the ballance of 
power in his own hands. 
This is but conjecture, 
unattended with a 

proof ; but when they 
did arrive, he ated the 
moſt honourable part 
that was poſſible : he 


ſent Lord Clive tavelve 


covers of letters ad- 
dreſſed. to the Governor 
of the next province, 
under his fign and ſeal, 
and told him to employ 


his forces and authorti- 


ty to what purpoſe be 


pleaſed; and then the 
Dutch commenced H. 
tilities, he ſent his ſon 
with a body of forces to 
join us. | 


and arrived juft 


yond 


( 20 


yond the river Ka- 
ramnaſſa, and brought 
the Budgepoore, &c. 
countries under ſub- 
jection. 

The Prince more 
than once wrote to the 
Colonel, offering any 
terms for the company 
and himſelf on condi— 
tion the Engliſh would 
quit the Subah and 
join his arms; but the 
Colonel thinking it in- 
compatible with our 
treaty of alliance, gave 
the prince no encou- 


ragement. 
At the end of the 
campaign, in June, 


759, the Colonel re- 
turned to us, and a- 
bout the ſame time the 
Subah and young Na- 
bob Mhiran arrived at 
Muxadabad, both now 
with full conviction of 
our firm attachment 
to his government and 
family, and of our rc- 
ligious regard to trea- 
tics. What Senſe they 
retained of theſe ob- 
ligations, and how 


= 


Lord Clive's rule of 
conduct was a rigid 
ebfjervance of all en- 


80 Tements. 


long 


long will appear by 
and by. 

The Subah and his 
Son thinking them- 
ſelves now better eſ- 
tabliſhed in the go- 
vernment, and ſcreened 
by ſuch a powerful 
ſupport as our arms, 
ſet no bounds to their 
cruelties, oppreſſions, 
and exactions from 
thoſe who had any 
thing to be plundered 
of, and theſe barely re- 
ceived a check from 
the frequent and ſe- 
vere remonſtrances of 
Colonel Clive to the 
Subah, on a conduct 
which he foretold him 
muſt, from the gene- 
ral deteſtation of his 
people, end in the 
deſtruction of him- 
ſelf, his family, and 
country ; his troops 
cClamorous for their 
pay, whilſt the Su- 
bah, in place of ap- 
propriating the ſums 
he had acquired by 
repeated aſſaſſinations 


to the juſt demands of 


(21) 


This being a general 


charge, 1. can only ſay, 
1s in general fal 152 ? 
the fituation in which 
the Subah was, with 
reſpect to his forces be- 


ing mutinous and cla- 


morous for their pay, is 
no more than 1s com- 


mon to almoſt all the 
Nabobs of 


have already taken up 


iwo of the inſtances of 


cruelty with which Mr. 
Holuell has charged the 
Subab; and I ſhall here 


take up the reſt of the 


catalogue of murders 


aſcribed to him by Mr. 
Hotwell and Mr. Van- 


fſittart. 


The widow of Sura- 
jab Dowla's uncle. 


The motber of Sura- 
jab Dowla. 


The adopted ſon of 


Surajahb Dowla's uncle. 


The widow of Sura- 
Jah Dowla. 


The infant daug ber 
of Surajah De 
| The 
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his Jummautdars and 
troops, laviſhed the 
ſame in boundleſs ex- 
travagancies. 


The bead ſpy and the 


ſurveyor of the public 


Works, 

The ſtory of the mur- 
der of the women and 
children was calculated 
to affeft the paſſions, to 


remove every ſcruple 


From the minds of thoſe 


Mr. Holtwell was en- 
deavouring to bring o- 
ver to his views ; be ac- 
cordingly writes to Mr. 
Haſtings, (p. 46.) 

4 Theſe are the acts 
* of the tyger woe are 
18 Supporting and fig hi- 
« ing for.“ 

Mr. Haſtings con- 
cludes his reply in theſe 
e * If this charge 

* againſt him is true, 
6 in argument can ex- 


„ cuſe or palliate ſo a- 


* trocious and compli- 

« cated a villainy, nor 

« (forgive me, Sir, 4 

« T add) our ſuppport 

ing ſuch a ryrant.” 
For my own part, 

when J read this long 


and bloody liſt, I con- 
jectured * the Phir- 


maundt flopped by the 


Su- 


< %Þ. * a 
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Subah, bad confirmed 
him in his opinion, that 
a reſolution was taken 
to depoſe him, and (he 
- fuſpebted) in favour of 
oneof thisold family; and 
therefore, as moſt Eaſt= 
ern princes uſually. do, 
he bad deſtroyed them : 
but my conjectures were 
needleſs ; for I now give 
the words of Lord Clive, 
in a letter by the Gren- 
ville. 
& T1 defire it may be 
% known, for the bo- 
„ nour of Tafer Ally 
« Kawn, that the mur- 
e ders aſcribed io him 
in Mr. Hokoell's me- 
& mortal, (p. 46.) are 
& cruel aſperfiors, void 
« of all truth; for 
« they are all now liv- 
© ing, except the two 
« laſt, who were put 
&* to death by Mhiran, 
« unknown to his fa- 
5 e 
To ßut this matter 
beyond all doubt, I have 
obtained copies of the 
under- dritten papers. 
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TRANSLATION of an Apnress 70 
LORD CLIVE, received December 10, 
1765. 


E Moraud-ul-Dowlah, Son of Jeeram- 
ul-Dowlah, with my two Siſters, Sheeruff 
ul-niſſa, wife of Aliverdy Cawn, with the wife 
and daughter of Serage-ul-Dowlah, Shooka- 
bolla Cawn, Husfuz Alla Cawn, Meerzay, 
&c. ſons of Sirferaz Cawn, with our three ſiſ- 
ters, Jeſlarut Jung Mirza Jubba, &c. ſons of 
Soulah Jung, with our mother and one ſiſter. 
By our ill fortune former rulers have, for a 
long time paſt, kept us, innocent people, im- 
riſoned at Dacca, and we did not receive re- 
gularly even the ſlender ſuſtenance which was 
allowed us. By the hardſhips of impriſon- 
ment and our diltrels for food and neceſſaries, 
our life was rendered bitter to us. When the 
Nabob Maun-un-Dowlah Bahadre Muzzufur 
Jung came to Dacca, he paid us our ſmall al- 
lowance regularly, month by month. Now 
that your Lordſhip, out of your great kindneſs, 
has releaſed us from our confinement, we are 
arrived ſafe at Moorſhidabad. For the reſt of 
our lives, receiving an allowance from the Sir- 
car and furniſhing ourſelves with neceſſaries, we 
ſhall be conſtantly employed in praying for 
the perpetuity of your role and glory, 
an 
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and ſhall never be guilty of any improper action 
contrary to your pleaſure. 
Under the ſeal of 

Serf-ul-dun Mahomed-Cawn 

Mahomed Mogleo 

Mooly Begum 

Moraud-ul-Daowlab 

Shooka bolla Con 

Shereef-ul-nifſa Begum 

Lulf ul-niſſa Begum | 

Mahomed Huffuz Olla Cawn Br. 

Jyeva Begum, daughter of Ullawu-ul-Dowlahb 
 Nuſſur-ul-dun Mahomed Cawn 

Aboo Tiraub Cawn 

Auſun-ul dun Mahomed Cawn Br. | 

Monfinna Begum, daughter of Ullaur-ul-Dow- 

lab 

Mahun-Begum 


Lauralu Begum, daughter of Ullauv-ul-Dows- 
lah | 


Fearub Tung 
Yeitazaud-ul Dowlah 
Mahomet Toula, fon of Soulut Jung 


COPY of the PosTsCRIPT of LETTER 
frem Mr. SYKES, dated Nov. 1765. 


INCE writing the above, Marada Dow- 
lah, Agahbabah, with many other perſons 
of quality, who have been ſo long priſoners at 
Dacca, waited on me this morning, when they 


expreſſed their gratitude for the part his Lord- 


ſhip had ſo generouſly taken in their favour, 
by procuring their releaſe, an act they little 


expected, tho' without fault. They requeſted 


I would aſſure your Lordſhip, &c. that they 


would | 
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(26) MS 
would ever retain the greateſt ſenſe for ſo great 
an obligation, and deſired I would forward 
the encloſed letter to you as ſoon as poſſible. 

The reſt of this memorial needs no com- 
ment, but here I ſhall obſerve that moſt of what 
Mr. Holwell has publiſhed, is entitled to equal 
credit with this memorial. 

The next period I ſhall conſider is the ſtate 
of affairs from Mr. Vanſittart's arrival to the 
diſſentions which broke out between him and 
his council. It appears, that the Company's 
agents requeſted the Subah to ſend his ſon- in- 
law, Meer Coflim, to Calcutta, to conſult with 
them on the meaſures to be taken for the ge- 
neral good, and to regulate the operations of 
the. future campaign, which the Subah (pro- 
bably acquiring freſh confidence from the 
change in our government) immediately con- 
ſented to, and he arrived at Calcutta the 2oth 
of Sptember. Mr. Holwells's account of this 
affair ſhews, that he ſo compleatly debauched 
him from his allegiance to his Prince and fa- 
ther-in-law, that on his firſt conference he dared 
to propoſe the murder of Meer Jaffer to him, 
nevertheleſs the treaty was concluded the ſame 


„ | 


Meer Coſſim returned to Muxadabad; and 


oon after Governor Vanſittart followed him, 


* Vide Holwells's Vindication, publiſhed for Becket, 
1760, the following words“ cloſing this introduction 
<< with ſaying, that the Subah was incapable of govern- 
«© ment; that no faith or truſt could be put in, him; and 
„ that if he was not taken off, it would never be in his 


<< power to render the company thoſe ſervices which he 
had fo much at heart.“ 


unde 


— — —— 
- ——— — — 223 - 


— —' — — 


hand we P 


—" 7 %S © 5 . ORE os 


co 


(27) 


under pretence of paying his firſt viſit to the 
Subah, and on the ſame day Mr. Holwell re- 


ſigned the ſervice. The treaty was at this time 


a profound ſecret to the abſent members of 
« committee, and to the members of the coun- 
cil who were not of the committee; by whom, 
as well as by the whole ſettlement, it was un- 
derſtood, that Mr. Vanſittart was going to re- 
move ſome of the Subah's miniſters, and to 
conſult with him on the means of reſtoring 
his affairs. I now ſet in oppoſition to Mr. 
Vanſittart's account of the revolution, what 
was publiſhed in 1764, figned by Colonel 
Coote, P. Amyatt, John Carnac, Wm. Ellis, 
Stanlake Batſon, and Harry Verelſt. 

« At a time when there was not the leaſt 
cc appearance of a rupture or diſguſt between 
* us and the Nabob, Jaffer Aly om, on the 
“ contrary a friendſhip and harmony ſubſiſted, 
„% Mir Coſſim Chan, his ſon-in-law, came down 
© to Calcutta, on ſome pretence or other, to vi- 


ce fit Mr. Vanſittart ; and having ſtayed a ſhort 


ce time, returned to Moorſhadabad on the pre- 
« tence of a viſit to the Nabob. Colonel Cail- 
« laud, with a party of two hundred Euro- 
ce peans and ſome Sepoys, attended him, who 
e (to remove the ſuſpicion which ſuch a force 
« would neceſſarily have occaſioned) it was 


e pretended were going up to Patna to rein- 


© force the army there. When Mr. Vanſit- 
« tart arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob paid 
« him two viſits; at the laſt of which Mr. Van- 


« fſittart, without any previous notice of his 
66 intentions, gave him three letters, mentioned 


« in the conſultation of the 10th of Novem- 
E 2 © ber, 
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(628) 
ber, 1760, of which copies have been tranſ- 
mitted you. The abruptneſs which theſe with 
letters were preſented him, one cloſe upon, 
the other, and the unexpected propoſals con- 
tained in them, terrified the Nabob, and he 
was entirely at a loſs how to act, but deſired 
time to conſider on what was to be done. 
Mr. Vanſitta ſeeing his perplexity, ſtrongly 
inſiſted on his naming ſome perſon from 
from among his relations to take charge of 
the Subahſhip, and very particularly recom- 
mended Coſſim Aly Chan, who was ſent 
for, and the Nabob was defired to ſtay till 
he came; but Coſſim Aly Chan delayed fo 
long, and the Nabob was in ſuch anxiety of 
mind, and ſo defirous to be releafed from 


the viſit, being greatly fatigued, that Mr. 


Vanſittart was obliged, in order to fave ap- 
pearances, to ſuffer his departure to the pa- 
lace, after having detained him much longer 
than his inclination. That night and the day 
following paſſed in concerting meaſures with 
Coſſim Aly Chan, how to put in execution 
the plan before agreed on in Calcutta ; a 
treaty having been ſigned for this purpoſe in 
September, 1760, while Coſſim Aly Chan, 
was down there. In conſequence of theſe 
deliberations our troops clandeſtinely croſſed 
the river the next night under Col. Caillaud, 
and being joined by Coſſim Aly Chan and 
his party, ſurrounded the Nabob's palace. 


A letter from Mr. Vanſittart was ſent 
in, demanding his immediate compliance 
with what had been propoſed to him; to 


which the Nabob returned for anſwer, 
| | that 
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that ſuch uſage was what he never expected 
from the Engliſh ; that whilſt a force was at 
his gates he would enter into no terms, and 
that it was his defire our troops might be 
returned to Moradbaug. A meſſage was 
was then ſent, informing the Nabob, that, 
if he did not directly comply, they ſhould 
be obliged to ſtorm the palace. Terrified 
and aſtoniſhed by this menace, he opened 


the gates, exclaiming that the Engliſh were 


guilty of perjury and breach of faith, that had 
he perceived their deſigns againſt his govern- 
ment; hehad friends enough to hazard at leaſt 
one battle in his defence; but although nooaths 


* were ſacred enough to bind the Engliſh ; yet 


as he had ſworn to be their faithful friend, he 
would never ſwerve from his engagement, 
and rather ſuffer death than draw his ſword 
apainſt them. So ſuſpicious was he of be- 


ing ſold, that he deſired to know what ſum 


of money Coſſin Aly Chan was to give for 
the Subahſhip, and he would give half as 
much more to be continued; he hoped, 
however, if they intended to dethrone him, 
they would not leave him to the mercy of 
his ſon-in-law, from whom he feared the 
worſt, but rather wiſhed they would carry 
him from the city, and give him a place of 
ſafety in Calcutta. This laſt requeſt of the 
Nabob's, the effect of his fear and deſpair, 

was immediately laid hold of, and conſtrued 
into the light of a voluntary reſignation : ac- 


cordingly our troops took poſſeſſion of the 


palace ; Mir Coſſem Chan was raiſed to the 
Moſnud, and the old Nabob was hurried 


« into a boat. with a few of his women and ne- 
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& ceſſaries, and ſent away to Calcutta, in a 
manner wholly unworthy of the high rank 
* he ſo lately held, as is alſo the ſcanty ſub- << 
* ſiſtance allowed him there by his ſucceſſor.” Þ «« 
“ Thus was Jaffer Ali Chan depoſed, in 
* breach of a treaty founded on the moſth pi 
ct ſolemn oaths, and in violation of the national th 
ce faith; a prince of whoſe friendſhip and at. in 
te tachment you have had many ſignal proofs, ¶ no 
« in whoſe cauſe our arms have with muchſ co 
* honour been employed, and by a firm adhe-ff of 
« rence to whom the Engliſh had acquired for 
* throughout the whole country ſo univerſal a Ch 
ce character of fidelity and conſtancy, that the fe. 
*© moſt perfect confidence was placed by theſ rec 
« natives in them.” wl 
Such was the revolution adopted by Mr. fd 
Vanſittart at the inſtigation of Mr. Holwell. 
Whoever will candidly examine the whole fitt 
of this proceeding, will, I believe, acknowledge 
with me, that the members of the committee 
and council who were not conſulted, coulc 
never forgive a man who had thus deceivec 
them into a revolution they could not approve 
of; they were perſuaced too it was for corrupt pai 
purpoſes, for though the obligation for the twen+ an 
tylaack was returned, it was left open toa futurd] Ge 
claim, as appears by Mr. Holwell's account of Cc 
the ſpeech he made when this preſent was rey ha 
tuſed*. *© That we were labouring for that M 
* peace and ſafety of country only, and could = 
* not in honour receive the offer; but that bal 
« when the country was ſettled, the Com- ſer 
« pany's debt paid off, and the arrears paid tc 
* his troops, if he then I. there wal 
cc ought 


* Vide Publication for Becket. 
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*« ought due from him, he was at liberty to 
« gratify his friends in what manner he 
e pleaſed. *" 

Nor was this the only ground of their ſuf-. 
picion : the chief author of that revolution left 
the country ſoon after, with a fortune acquired 
in a government of a few months ; and there is 
now in the hands of the Court of Directors a 
copy of an acknowledgment, under his hand, 
of his receipt of conſiderable ſums of money 
for ſervices rendered by him to Coſſim Aly 
Chan. Mr, Vanſittart, who arrived but a 
few months before, and was univerſally well 
received, by this revolution, and the manner in 
which it was conducted, loſt at once the con- 
fidence of his council. 

I come now to the conſideration of Mr. Van- 


MM fittart's adminiſtration after the revolution was 


effected. | 

Major Carnac, by his active conduct in a few 
days defeated the Shahzada, (now king by the 
death of his father,) who delivered himſelf up 


to the Major, together with Monſ. Law and his 


party, by which the war was brought to an end, 
and with it vaniſhed all the diſtreſſes of the 


A Government and of the Company; and the 


Council juſtly urged the like ſucceſs would have 
had the ſame effect under Meer Jaffer as under 

Mir Coſſim. 8 
The firſt object of contention with the Su- 
bah was Ramnaran, the Nabob of Patna, whoſe 
ſervices and attachment to the Engliſh are fully 
2 


ph Vide, p. 23. Holwell's refutation publiſhed for Becket, 
1764. 
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acknowledged in Mr. Vanſittart's Narratives 
p. 191. Mir Coſſim had too much pene- 
tration not to diſcern the views which in- 
fluenc'd -Col. Clive to take this man into his 
protection: he ſaw clearly he was meant as a 
check on his predeceſſor, and would be ſo to 
him if he could not effect his removal. The 
pretence for removing him was his refuſing to 
account for the revenues of his provinces : how 
juſt the charge was I am no judge; I can 
only ſay, the author accompanied Lord Clive 
in the expedition in 1759, and no ſuch charge 
was then urged againſt him. Mr. Vanſittart 
takes great pains to repreſent Col. Coote as 
willing to ſcreen Ramnaran from the Nabob's 
juſt demands, but it does not appear to me in 
that light; in Mr. Vanſittar's firſt vol. p. 202. 
The Subah acknowledges Col. Conte told him, 
© he might make a ſearch into his accounts, 
* and if he was convicted of miſconduct, and 
ce the Council's order ſhould authorize it, 
he ſhould be diſmiſſed :” again to the fame 
effect p. 210 ; but, in fact, the Nabob was de- 
tetmined to have him given up to him, and 
was as unwilling to ſettle accounts with him as 
he was to have them ſettled. This Col. Coote 
ſaw, but was unable to follow the Subah 
through all his ſubtleties, and by the art of the 
people about him was ſometimes provoked 
to acts of paſſion, and his mind embittered by 
the mortifying reflection that the Subah's in- 
trigues would certainly prevail, and this man, 
who had been fo faithful and uſeful an ally to 
us would be delivered up to him. 
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The whole of this negotiation is a fine pic- 
ture of an eaſtern politician, working to his 
end by every act of bribery, menacing, and 
ſoothing, conducted with the utmoſt command 
of temper: he at laſt prevailed, Ramnaran's 
perſon was put in his power, and his govern- 
ment given to a man devoted to the Subah; 
Ramnaram was put in irons, and he was held 
out to his ſubjects in terrorem, to teach them 
what thoſe muſt expect who ſhould ſeek pro- 
tection of the Engliſh againſt his power; 
and agreeable to the prediction of the Council 
he was afterwards murdered. 

I ſhall only make this reflection, that what- 
ever diſpleaſure his conduct might have given to 
the Subah, a regard for our own engagements 


ſhould have afforded his perſon protection, as in 


the example Lord Clive gave in the affair of 
Roydullub, to whom our protection had been 
faithfully promiſed, and who is now alive. 
From the giving up of Ramnaran, in July, 
1701, to Mr. Haſtings's departure to the Su- 
bah in March, 1762, the Subah ſeems em- 
ployed in eſtabliſhing his power in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, in forming his army, in regu- 
lating his forces, and in that period no very 
material diſputes happened. Mr. 
indeed laid much ſtreſs on ſome actions of Mr. 
Ellis, which he aſcribes to a ſettled deſign in 
the latter to effect a rupture whenever he 
could, which is a motive he openly or tacitly 


aſeribes to his opponents throughout his whole 


work. The actions with which he charges 
Mr. Ellis are, the having ſeized one of the 
W cuſtom 


Vanſittart 
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cuſtom officers for interrupting the Company's 
trade, and the demanding the deſerters. 

With reſpect to the ſeizing the cuſtom of- 
ficer, it turns ſolely on the fact, whether he 
treated our paſs with contempt or not. The 
doing ourſelves juſtice in matters of Phir- 
maund, priviledge was a power we always ex- 
erciſed: I remember a multitude of inſtances 
in former times, and often practiſed it after 
Meer Jaffer's acceſſion, without any complaint 
from him or from any ſupertors. 

The demanding the deferters, ſuppoſing the 
fact true that there were deſerters, was very 
juſtifiable ; and if the Subah would perſevere in 
not truſting a ſingle man to go into the fort to 
ſearch, Mr. Ellis was equally right not to with- 
draw his Sepoys; the Subah's people repreſent- 
ing this as an attack on the fort of Mongheer, 
ſhewed them as prone to urge on a rupture as 
the Subah pretended Mr. Ellis to be; tho' I 
declare I ſee no part of Mr. Ellis's conduct in 
that light hitherto. His letter to Mr, Haſtings, 
17th May, 1762, is to me a clear proof he had no 
ſuch intention, and the Subah's refuſal of his 
viſit, and not anſwering his letter, ſhewed at leaſt 
the ſame bitterneſs on his pait. 

He, in the mean time, was ruining every 
man, who had ever ſhewed any attachment to 
the Engliſh; the door was opened to theſe 
calouſies by one of the firſt actions of Mr. Van- 
fi:tart's adminiſtration. The reader will re- 
member, that Lord Clive left an agent at the 
Suban's Court, whoſe buſineſs it was to make 
and receive all complaints, and to have a con- 
| | ſtant 
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ſtant eye to every thing that was going for- 
ward. This was a privilege we always pre- 
ſer ved; in former times a native was our agent, 


but after the battle of Plaſſey an Engliſhman | 


reſided in this capacity; him, Mr. Vanſittart® 
withdrew ſoon after his arrival, and the Nabob 
was ſuffered to continue at the extremity of his 
dominions, without any body to inform us of 
his motions. By this every trifling complaint, 
report or jealouſly had time to take deeper 
root, and reports of many kinds prevailed un- 
contradicted ; the governor being by this the 
ſole channel of communication between the 
Subah and the Engliſh. | 

The little harmony which now ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Subah and the Engliſh, induced the 
Company's agent at Calcutta to depute Mr. 
Warren Haſtings a member of the council to 
the Subah. The reaſon aſſigned was, to remove 


the uneaſineſs and jealouſly, which the Su- 


| bah's conduct indicated, and to prevent the bad 
effects which might ariſe from a want of con- 
fidence; a very clear proof that at this time 
the Council did not mean a revolution ; this 


deputation was ordered in March, 1762, and 


1 Mr. 


- 


*I impute this to Mr. Vanſittart, becauſe the council 


generally acquieſce in all propoſals the preſident makes, with 
reſpect to the conduct of political affairs. 

1 The Armenians fed the Soubah's jealouſy, by con- 
tinual reporting to him the private diſcourſes that paſſed in 
Calcutta to his diſadvantage ; and the alarm was kept up in 
Calcutta, by the accounts conſtantly received of the pro- 
greſs theSubah was making in forming an army, diſciplining 
Sepoys on our plan, and conſtructing field pieces with an ii. 
tention to break with us. ; | 
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Mr. Amyatt's party took this opportunity to 
demand the twenty laacks, for which the Na- 
bob had given his bond when the treaty was 
made with him, and they ſuſpected was ac- | 
tually received, ſeeing that the manner in which 
it was firſt refuſed left it open to a future 
claim (vide p. 

They never meant to perſiſt in the demand, 
but took this and every other occaſion to ſhew 
that their miſtruſt and reſentment to the Go- 
vernor were as ſtrong as ever, | 

I come now to ſpeak one of the real cauſes 
of the war, I mean the trade carried on by the 
Servants of the Company, in falt, beetle-nut, 
tobacco, and other articles of inland conſump- 
tion, which I ſhall treat of each diſtinctly by 
itſelf. 

The words of the Phirmaund are: © What- 
ce ever goods or merchandiſe their agents may 
« bring or carry, by land or by water, in 
* the ports, quarters, or borders of the 
& vince, know them to be cuſtom free.” 
It is ſuch an abſurdity to ſuppoſe that the 
Court of Dehli's granting permiſſion to a fo- 
reign nation, coming by ſea to trade with their 
ſubjects, could mean a trade in the conſump- 
tion of the country from one province to an- 
other, or in other words, a monopoly of all 
the neceſſaries of life over their own ſubjects, 
that I will not loſe time and words in arguing 
upon it ; but ſhall declare it was a conſtructionne 
ver thought on in the author's time. There was 
a time when our fleets to Patna uſed to be eſ- 
corted by a conſiderable force, to guard againſt 
a ſet of pirates who infeſted the Ganges; and 
under 
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under pretence of carrying proviſions for ſol- 
diers, and becauſe they were too ſtrong to be 
forcibly ſearched, uſed to carry ſalt. It was at 
firſt winked at by the government, but not 
long; for about the year 1744, it was made 
a pretence for a demand on the Compauy, 
who diſmiſſed ſome of their agents for it, and 
poſitively forbad it; and I believe there was no 
other inſtance of it until after the battle- of 
Plaſſey, when the author being reſident at the 
Nabob's court, received a complaint, that Mr. 
Varelſt carried on ſuch a trade; on which he 
applied to Lord Clive and the principal agents 
of the Company, who gave it as their opinion; 

© That the Engliſh had acquired no one 
ce additional privilege in trade by our treaty - 
« with Meer Jaffer.” The author wrote this 
to Mr. Verelſt, and heard no more complaints 
of him. His ſucceſſor at the Subah's court 
entertained the ſame opinion ; yet we find it 
was ſoon after given into. There is a paſſage 
in Mr. Heſtings's * letter which implies. that 
Lord Clive was concerned in this trade, which 
is abſolutely falſe ; and I am perſuaded he ne- 
ver gave a paſs (unleſs deceived into it) but for 
the regular articles of export and import, aC- 
cording to the practice of former Governors. 
The firſt claim of this trade, as matter of 
right, was in Mr. Holwell's letter to Mr. Haſ- 
tings, dated February 11, 1760||, probably the 
| firſt letter? he wrote after Lord Clive left the 
government: he therein deſires to know, Why 
the Engliſh ſhould not trade in ſalt, beetlenut, 
and tobacco? What Mr. Haſtings's anſwer was, 


I know 


* Vide Mr. Vanſittart's 1ſt vol. p. 27. 
j Ibid. p. 31 | 
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1 know not; what it ſhould have been, I well 
know: he ſhould have repreſented it as a vio- 
Jation of the Phirmaund, as well as of the 
Company's orders, and incompatible with the 
peace of the country: he ſhould have wrote ſo 
to the Governor and Council, and have quitted 
the Subah's Court, if they perſiſted in it. 

From this time it appears to me to have been 
generally given into: for after the ſuperiors 
had ſet the Example, it is not probable their 
inferiors were long in following it. The diſ- 
tracted ſtate of the country, after the Shahzada 
entered Bengal, took off the Subah's attention 
to it; nor, had he complained, was there 
much proſpect of redreſs. 

The firſt part of Meer Coſſim's reign was 
taken up with military operations, and the re- 
gulatio of the province of Bahar: but when 
he had reduced that entirely under his power, 
increaſed his military force, and began to feel 
his ftrength, he ſeems to heve taken the reſo- 
lation to check the encroachments of the En- 
gliſh trade. He found his revenue affected by 
it, his authority trampled upon by the uncon- 
troulable power exerciſed by the Engliſh agents 
all over the country, and, in ſhort, all thoſe 
evil conſequences which he ſo well deſcribes 
in his letter to the Governor, of May 17062, 
vol, ii. page 97; or, without referring to that, 
we will take Meer Jaffer's words on the occa- 
ſion. The Poor of my country uſed to get 
ce their bread by trading in falt, beetle-nut, 
« and tobacco, which the Engliſh have now 
e taken to themſelves ; by which my Poor are 

<« ſtarving, 
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« ſtarving, my revenues ruined, and no ad- 
vantage to the Company.“ 

I can add nothing to theſe words, which can 
ſhew the impropriety and illegality of this trade 
in a ſtronger light; but the evil was not now 
to be checked. Had Mr. Vanſittart ſet the ex- 
ample of ſelf-denial, (which was more imme- 
diately his duty, as well from the rank he bore, 
as in gratitude to his employers, from whom 
he, at this time, received near 20,000l. ſterling 
per annum) it might have been prevented ; but, 
although he was ſo great a maſter of the reaſons 
againſt it, yet be, together with almoſt all the 
Agents of the Company, had now a great part 
of their fortunes embarked in it; and muſt, 
therefore, either ſupport the meaſure, or give 
up the proſpect of the vaſt fortunes they ex- 
pected to acquire in it. 

Mr. Vanſittart, who foreſaw the violent diſ- 
pates this was like to bring on, thought to pre- 
vent it by going himſelf to the Subah at Mon- 
gheer, where he entered into certain articles for 
the conducting this trade; but the remedy 
proved worſe than the diſeaſe ; for it ſubmitted 
the ſubjects of the Company to the juriſdiction 
of the Subah's Courts; a moſt inexcuſable error 
in any man, who had reſided only a month in 
that country, in which ſpace of time he could 
not have failed of learning, that in them bri- 
bery prevails to the utter exciuſtton of juſtice. 
Neither did the difference of paying 2+ or 9 
per cent. tend any ways to remove the injuries 
occaſioned by this oppreſſive trade: it was, with 
reſpect to the natives, (who never could carry 

{alt 


| This is taken from a remonſtrance from Mir Jaffier, 
1746. 5 
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ſalt the diſtance of Patna without paying from 
30 to 40 per cent.) as much a monopoly as 
ever. 

The Subah decmed this conceſſion a com- 
plete victory, and determined to put an end to 
the Engliſh influence throughout the country: 
The wn 00 he iſſued on this occaſion were drawn 
up in a triumphant ſtile; and his officers and 
ſubjects, long oppreſſed by the ſuperior power 
of the Engliſh, thought this the time to take 
their revenge, by the moſt injurious oppreſſive 
behaviour, which they undoubtedly thought 
would be agreeable to their maſter. Theſe were 
retaliated, and a war ſeemed inevitable: but 
that a war was not the object that the Council 
ſought for, 1s paſt a doubt, or Mr. Amyatt 
would not have offered hicoGif to go on a de- 
putation to negotiate with Meer Coſſim (what 
he thought) a peace, though moſt abſurdly ſo; 
for, to inſiſt upon carrying on the inland trade, 
paying 2 per cent. was the ſame, in effect, as 
inſiſting upon the Subah's conſent to the ruin 
of himſelf and all his ſubjects, which he was 
ſo far from intending, that, it is evident to me, 
he had already determined on a war. | 

Mr. Vanſittart had laid it down as an inva- 
riable maxim, to ſtrengthen and ſupport the 
Subah's Government to the utmoſt of his power : 
he placed an entire confidence in him, and 
kept up no ſort of connection with any one in 
his court or dominions. So perfect a confidence 
in a man from whom he had wreſted three 
rich provinces, implies a want of judgment. 
vary unacconntable in a man of Mr. Vanſittart's 
abilities his ex per jience on the Coaſt of Choro- 


mandel 


(.4t ) 

mandel never taught him ſuch a principle ; for 
tho' Mahmud Ally is, perhaps, one of the beſt 
Mahometans who ever governed in India, yet 
we never extended our confidenee in him ſo 
far, as to truſt him with the whole power of 
his country uncontrouled; but have always 
gart iſoned his forts with our own troops. VWhat- 
ever Mr, Vanſittart's views or motives might 
have been, Meer Coſſim well knew kow to 
avail himfelf of them, of which he foon gave 
an inſtance, which will for ever be remem- 
bered, to our diſhonour in that country, 

I have, in the beginning of theſe obſerva- 
tions, mentioned the protection folemnly pro- 
miſed by Lord Clive to Jagguticat : His couſin, 
Seeroopehand was his equal in the houſe; their 
families lived together, and it was with them 
an invariable rule never to ſuffer the two to go 
out at the ſame time z nor did one ever take out 
his own children, but the children of the other: 
Theſe rules were eſtabliſhed, as well for ſecu- 
rity againſt each other, as againſt the Govern- 
ment. About this period Meer Coſſim ſent for 
both the Seats to Mongheer : I am told they 
ſecretly claimed our protection; if they did not, 
it could only ariſe from the little expectation 
they could have of obtaining it, after the diſ- 


regard we had ſhewn to aan” Upon the | 


prnciple which Mr. Vanſittart had laid down“ 
Viz. that the Subah was maſter of his ſub- 
* jets, and that we had no right to interfere 
e between them,” they were abandoned, and 
obliged to attend the ſummons: they were both 


put pon pt continement; and, upon the Subah's 
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ll ſucceſs, both put to an ignominious death. 
And thus the meaſure of our infidelity was 
completed, to all with whom we had cntered 
into any engagement. 

Whilſt the Subah thus undermined our 
ſtrength, by ſhewing to his ſubjects the fatal 
conſequences of engaging with the Engliſh, he 
was ſecretly advancing his own by forming, 
unknown to us, the molt formidable and beſt 
completed army that had ever been ſeen in that 
country; and though Mr. Vanſittart had often 
heard reports to this effect, he gave no ſort of 
credit to them, but treated them as artifices of 
his adverſaries to bring on a rupture. A more 
maſterly ſtroke of policy in Meer Coſſim was 
his continually debauching our Sepoys from 
us; and for theſe arts he was beholden to his 
Armenian miniſters, a ſet of people whom Mr. 
Vanſittart ſhould not have ſuffered either about 
himſelf or the Subah, who betrayed our Coun- 
eils and urged on the war. 

Mir Coſſim was himſelf a coward, and whilſt 
Mr. Amvatt was with him, I imagine his mind 
often fluctuated between peace and war. He 
determined for the laſt, as appears by Mr. Amy- 
att's letter of the 25th of June, 1763, * a few 
days aſter he left the Nabob, wherein he lays, 
he and Mr. Hay both judged that he in- 
« tended war, and that be would attack our 
ce troops at Patna; that four days before an 
ce Armenian commancer. with a ſtrong rein- 
© forcement of horſe and foot, went to Patna, 
ce and that the Armenians ſolely managed him 
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< and urged the diſpute.” Indeed his beha” 
viour to Mr. Amyatt, as well as the reſt of h $ 
conduct, convinced me that his reſolution wa 
taken, founded on the aſſurance of ſucceſs hi? 


8 


Armenian miniſters gave him. If this had n o. 


been his determination, Mir Coſſim had ſenſe 
enough to know, and no doubt Mr. V. affured 
him be would certainly be redrefjed from England. 
Other proofs are fince come from General 
Carnac to his friends, copies of the orders 
for the attack of Mr. Ellis, and the maſſage of 
the Engliſh ; ſo that had not Mr. Ellis atigEked 
the city as he did, he would probably have 
been himſelf attacked the following day. The 
preparations the Suban had made, clea: ly prove 
his intentions; for forces were already detached 
into Bengal, and the war began in all parts al- 
moſt in the ſame moment. 

If the word of an Armenian may be A 
ted as authority, I have before me a jettef from 
a gentleman in council at Calcutta, a man of 
very fair character, wherein he mentions what 
the brother of the Subah's prime miniſter, told 
him, viz. Sir you juſt hit the critical time; 
* a few moaths delay would have overſet you, 
and ſtripped you of every privitege and poſ- 
« ſeſſion in that country,” The ſame gen- 
tleman ſays, this I firmly believe, © Had we 
% not begun with him, he would with us, 
e whenever his forces were brought into that 
* regularity of diſcipline he intended.” And 
it is probable that, when no longer awed by 


us, he would have proved one of the moſt 
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bloody tyrants the world ever produced ; for in 
his retreat from the country, he put to death 
not only all the Englich priſoners in his hands, 
but alſo the Seats, with many marks of ignominy 
and cruelty; Ramnaran, with nine of his fa- 
mily 3 ; Rajahbullub and his ſon, and every man 
Of rank or ſubſtance in his po wer, though he 
could not 3 derive any advantage from it. 

Lord Clive, by a ſtrict adherence to every 
engagement he had entered into, had eſtabliſhed 
national reputation, that I am convinced 
was not a man in the three provinces, 
who would not have joined the Englith forces 
on a ſingle letter: but the giving up the per- 
ſons of Ramraran and the Scats into the Su— 
bah's power, kad ſo totally chang'd their ſen- 
timents of us, that Inglith faith was now as 
muq deteſted as it was before reſpected; and 
and Bough Mir Cofiim fought ſeveral bat- 
d in each drew nearer to his ruin, not 


. throughout his book, imputes it to 
er 91758 that from the beginning they 
. etermined to reſtore Meer Jatter, though 
uam ly denied it to their molt intimate 
Ade and wrote, that though they diſapproved 
Mic revolution, which placed Mir Coſſim in 
„The Subahſhip, they thought it their duty not 
to involve the com npany in another war. They 
ſo diſapproved the Subah's being permitted 
to reſide 200 miles from his capital, without 
a y oneè on our part to watch his actions, which 
they were told (and the iſſue proved it true) 
tended 
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nded all to preparations for war, and, they 
-lieved againſt us. The giving up Ramnaran 
id the Seats was another mealure they could 
y nd means approve of; and had the army 
ken the field the moment Ramnaran was put 

ions, or the Seats confined, the war had 
en much more juſtifiable than in the ſupport 
privileges, to Which they had no right. 


The 
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bloody tyrants the world ever produced ; for in 
his retreat from the country, he put to death 
not only all the Englith priſoners in his hands, 
but alſo the Seats, with many marksof 1gnominy 
and cruelty; Ramnaran, with nine of his fa- 
mily ; ; Rajahbullub and his ſon, and every man 
Of rank or bande in his power, though he 
could not poſſibly derive any advantage from it. 

Lord Clive, by a ſtrict adherence to every 
engagement he had entered into, had eſtabliſhed 

national reputation, that I am convinced 
was not a man 1a the three - provinces, 
who would not have joined the Engliſh forces 
on a ſingle letter: but the giving up the per- 
ſons of Ramnaran and the Seats into the Su- 
bah's power, kad ſo totally chang'd their ſen- 
timents of us, that Englith faith was now as 


muqFdeteſted as it was before reſpected; and 
and $Kyhovgh Mir Cotiim fought ſeveral bat- 
tles, Vd in each drew nearer to his ruin, not 
a ine M ran joined us to the lait, 


throughout his book, imputes it to 
erlaries, that from the beginning they 
wee termined to reſtore Meer Jaffer, though 


| iy are wrote; that though they d liſapproved 
Nc revolution, which placed Mir Coffim in 
e they thought it their duty not 
to involve the company in another war. They 
ſo di eee the Subah's being permitted 
to reſide 200 miles from his capital, without 
a y one on our part to watch his actions, which 
they were told (and the iſſue proved it true) 
tended 


— > 


"we 


= 
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{ended all to preparations for war, and, they 
believed againſt us. The giving up Ramnaran 


nd the Seats was another mealure they could 
w n6 means approve of; and had the army 
aken the field the moment Ramnaran was put 
in irons, or the Seats confined, the war had 
geen Much more juſtifiable than in the ſupport 
of priviteges, to Sick they had no right, 


The 
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Tir reſtoſ ing Jaffer Ally Cawn to the 
Subahſhip was the neceſſary conſequence 
of the war 1 Coſſim Ally Cawn, and the 
conditions on which he was to be rebored were, 
beſides the confirmation of former treaties, 

Tur he ſhould maintain twelve thouſand 
horſe and twelve thouſand foot, which num- 
ber ſhould not be exceeded without the conſent 
of the Company, that he ſhould /germit a con- 
ſtant Reſident at his Court, on behalf of the 
e,, 

That the orders iſſued by Coſſim Ally Cawn, 
declaring all trade exempt from cuſtoms for 
two years, ſhould he be reverſed, and the 
Engliſh permitted to trade free of duty on all 
commodities except fait, which ſhould pay two 
and a half per cent. 

Thirty laacks of rupees to be paid to the 
Company, to defray their loſſes and expences in 
the war. 

All private perſons, inhabitants of Calcutta, 
to be reimburſed ſuch loſſes as they ſhould prove 
before the Governor and Council; beſides this 
public treaty, there were the following ſeperate 
articles, which are not entered on the records. 
That twenty-five laacks ſhould be paid to 
the army for their ſervices, and half that ſum 
to the navy, 

The war was carried on with ſuch ſucceß 
againſt Coſſim Ally, that he was ſoon driven, 
out of his dominions, and implored the proWin 
tection of Sujah Dowla, the Soubah of the 
next province; who, on hearing Coſſim Alvi. 
had entered his dominions with a conſiderablWp. 

force. 
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„ Worce, which ſtill remained attached to him, 
© Whought it proper to move towards the Bengal 
© Frontier; when having made Coſſim Ally diſ- 
miſs his troops, and propably having taken a 
d onſiderable ſhare of his treaſures, he then ſo- 
lerly took him under his protection. 
It does not appear Sujah Dowla had at this 
time any intention of invading the Bengal pro- 
vinces, but our ſucceſs againſt Coſſim Ally 
vas followed by a mutiny among our troops, 
t the inſtigation of ſome French men in our 
ſervice; a batallion of Sepoys, and abcut two 
1ndred Europeans, (moſtly foreigners,) march- 
ed off to the enemy, with their arms, colours, 
and two field pieces, and the reſt were with 
difficulty reſtrained from following them. 

Flattered by theſe circumſtances of our diſ- 
treſs, Sujah Dowla, ſeemed to aſſure himſelf 
of an eaſy conqueſt of the three Provinces, 
which he immediately invaded, General 
Carnac, who at this time commanded our 
a my, wiſely declined hazarding an action: as 
the mutinous ſpirit in the army was not yet re- 
S. {Wciuced, he ſtood on the defenſive, and always 
repulſed the enemy and covered Patna, till the 
rains put an end to all operations. The com- 
mand ſoon aiter devolved on Major Monro, 
who, by a well timed ſeverity, reducedthe army 
to obedience; took the field, and gained. the 
important battle of Buxar. 

Affairs in Calcutta were puſhed with as much 
vigour as inthe field; Mir Jaffer was extremely 
pretled for payment of the ſeveral demands on 
him. The expence of the army was une 

| or 
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for we did not now fight our battles with 4 
handful of men as at Plaſſy, in 1757. The mili- 
tary eſtabliſhment had been annually encreaſing 
ever fince Lord Clive left the country, and 
now conſiſted of 18000 horſe and foot, the ex- 
pence of which ſoon ſwallowed up the thirty 
laacks paid by Mir Jaffer; as alſo the further 
ſam of five laacks per month, which Mir Jaffer 
had agreed to pay while the war laſted ; and 
the Company were ſinking from forty to fifty 
thouſand pounds every month of their capital: 
beſides the maintaining the war at this im. 
menſe expence, Mir Jaffer was cloſely preſſcd 
for the vaſt ſums to be paid on private accounts; 
| The article of the treaty, ſtipulating an in- 
| demnification for private loſſes, proved a ſource 


of the moſt diſhonourable oppreſſion. Miri 


Jaffer was firſt aſſured the loſſes would not 
amount to more then ten laacks, on the faith 
; of which he conſented to make them good; 
/ he was ſoon aſter told it would be twenty, then 
thirty, then forty, and was finally fixed at fifty- 
three laacks, or 700,000]. of which ſeven- 
eighths was for loſſes ſuſtained (or ſaid to !be 
ſuſtained) in an illicit monopoly of the neceſ- 
ſaries of life, carried on againſt the orders of the 
Company, and to the utter ruin of many thou- 
| ſands of the India merchants: That we may not 
loſe the fight of the Engliſh conduct in this, 
II ſhall here bring this ſubject to a concluſion, by 
informing the reader, that the court of directors 


being juſtly alarmed at the fatal conſequences 


they apprehended from this trade, had under 
| date 
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date, the 8th of February, 1764, moſt poſitively 
ordered their ſervants to put a total and effeo- 
to the inland trade in ſalt. Mr. 
Vanſittart and his council met to debate on this 
order, and came to a reſolution to carry it on, 
paying two and a- -half per cent. Mr. Vanſittart 
is pleaſed to urge, contradictory orders were 
then arrived, or ſoon expected. Mr. Vanſittart 
miſtakes both in dates and facts. Four months 
after the above order, the Court of Directors, 
conformable to an order of a general court, in- 
formed their agents at Bengal, that Lord Clive 
and the ſelect committee would have powers 
to regulate the inland trade, meaning to regu- 
late it ſo, that it ſhould neither be oppreſſive 
to the natives nor hurtful to the Nabob's reve- 
nue; but this letter was not received nor 
known of at that period of time when the above 
reſolution was agreed to. 


To return to the demands made on Mir 


Jaffer. The twenty five laacks, ſtipulated for 
the army, were nearly diſcharged, but all deli- 
cacy of conduct was laid afide, in the manner in 
which payment was obtained for the 709,000. 
for private loſſes, half of wiich was ſoon ex- 
torted from him, tho' the company were at that 
time ſinking under the burden of the war, and 
obliged to borrow great ſums of money of their 
ſervants at eight per cent. intereſt; and even 
with that afiiſtance could not carry on both 
their war and their inveſtment, but ſent their 
ſhips half loaded to Europe. 

H Whep 
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When advice was received of Lord Clive“ 
departure from England, the perſecution of 
Mir Jaffer for payment of the ſeveral demands 
on him held pace with their fears of Lord 
Clive's diſapprobation of their conduct, and | 
make no doubt that the indignities he ſuffered 
haſtened his death, by bringing on a bad ſtate 
of health, which ended in a dropſy, of which 
he died two months after Mr. Vanſittart left 
the country, | 
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